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Women's sports are moving beyond “a moment” and are now a multi-billion  Sustained momentum requires growth across the entire
THE TITLE IX EXPERIMENT / continuum, and below the professional tier the pipeline

The climb of women's sports didn’t start on its dO"HI‘ indUStr‘V Wlth momentum. WNBA fr‘anchise valuations jumDEd fr‘om remains uneven. \Whether a girl plays still depends heavily on

own. It started with a single sentence of federal

P L E discriminat o in ar an average of S96M in 2024 to $427M in 2026, a 4.4x increase."2League One  ‘Whereshelives,who herparents are, and what her community

school receiving federal funds. Almost everythin . .
researchers kn%waboutwhat girls’ sports ’ can afford. Children from the lowest-income households play

. Volleyball wrapped its inaugural professional season with $160M in investment, . .oughiy half the rate of thase from the highest™" Girls today
and the sport continues to be one of the top two participation sports for  stillhavel3millionfewer high school athletic opportunities
. . . . . . than boys had in 1972, and by age 14 they drop out of sports
girls in America, with flag football recognized as the fastest growing sport

at twice the rate of boys."*' The reasons are well documented:

nationally.>°>The NWSL grew its audience 72% in a single year, and the Kansas  cost safety, transportation, limited facilities, weaker investment
. . . . in girls’ programs, and too few women coaches to follow."”
City Current opened CPKC Stadium, the first venue in the world purpose-

Recognition that many of these barriers are structural, not
built for a women's professional team.¢8 With an influx of investors and a  incidental, is critical to addressing them.

growing fandom across women's sports, the rise is real and lucrative. What we know, from years of study and research, is that
when girls and women play sports, the long-term returns
are profound. Sports participation is causally linked to

c-suite positions
played sports.
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.......................... \ : higher college attendance, stronger labor force participation,
e _ Y - E leadership attainment, reduced criminal activity, better mental
Before Title IX in 1972, only 1in 27 g .. P . _ _ .
high school girls played sports; ' ‘A Bl o/ ! health, lower rates of depression, and increased body confidence,
today it's roughly 1in 3.2 Wy 9"'/0 : : : .. .
. »‘! of women in | with effects that compound the longer girls remain in play.'®”

80%

The returns compound outward, too. Title IX alone is estimated
to have generated $9 billion in social benefit from crime
B‘f’é";éﬁ??é‘éeé E\S?opuflgotxii::.tgy p | Y e reduction.”® Sports fields function as civic infrastructure in
. o former athletes. the same way parks and libraries do, among the few settings
Q where children cross class lines, where parents interact with
members of the community they would not otherwise meet,

A 10% higher female sports
participation rate in high school

60% reduced adult female arrests for

80%

40%

lead

F and where access to civic leadership begins to form.? What
A10% increase in state-level . :’r:‘éifj‘;:‘;ﬂ::ﬁy looks like an individual opportunity is, at community scale, about
participation generates a 1% rise ’ . . , . .
in female college attendance. 60% et e . public health, local economy, and social fabric.
.............. 4% test scores _ . .
20% [ L0% by up to 40%.=» . So, when the system says girls can only play until a certain
, . age, when it forces female athletes to settle for substandard
FROM THE HEART OUTWARD / RN heart Regular physical activity " fields and facilities, when it hands them the leftover evening
_ o Pt produces a 30% reduction : : _
glzslljlttrr:grc:/lvrzsbr:dayd:nadbgrlf;ial:r:seStﬂzr::'r' Er;estotnoes in obesity and depression risk.2 | : practice times after the boys and men are finished, or when
argue with. Physical activity transforms a person’s /o ;@i A mind — / the narrative is that girls’and women's sports are lesser, we
physiology, and it also transforms how she inhabits / ﬁ N Regular ]
her body as she grows. What follows traces that arc ! @‘\ ohysical shout, PLAY ANYWAY.
outward, from her heart to her head to the rooms ' = activity
she ends up leading. | canreduce & 2 Gy a0 e

cardiovascular
disease-related

deaths by 0% 100%
ettt A 2 30% to 40%.
Improvement .
. 1 continuum hoalth st Only 30% of the world's
------- ¥ largest sports federations
are chaired by women.3-
Scholarship dollars in 2024
across all college athletic associations 33
. MEN s 2'9 2 0'8 2 0'7 7 6 .... P - ..

COMPOUNDING DOWN / WOMEN $2,386,425,231 ' |

Each shortfall in women's sports quietly
funds the next. What gets covered in the

Only about 30% of recruiting

media shapes what gets funded, what gets dollars go to women'’s sports, 1 9%
funded shapes who ends up in charge, who and male athletes recieve
ends up in charge shapes what science $534 million more
bothers to study, and what science in scholarships.3
studies shapes what there is to cover. low research
Less than 9% of sports 100% 015

science research focuses
exclusively on female athletes.3%3¢

low Forbes’ 50 highest-paid athletes list
coverage includes Zero women, and women receive

just 4% of sports media coverage.s =

Division I athletics departments
are generally spending twice as

U s asetetetetetetututatatne L much on their men’s programs
g e e P than on their women's programs.*®

N L . ) $50M
\ less investment The spending N \\\\
4 . gap in 2019 was NG
° = e > i - X . /
Girls boys 8% //// 100%
tear an ACL $25M g
thre_e 4L9% of adolescent girls drop out of sports globally.
THE LEAKIN THE PIPELINE / _ tosix Six times the rate of boys.*
times more
The evidence says every dollar invested in girls’ often than 35 T
sports generates extraordinary returns. The boys. The ‘ - m|II_|o|n
funding structure says we're choosing not to gap Is not - orgiris departures
make that investment. The dropout rate is the it?:z;c)%r:t\g fewer opportunities o
receipt. The money that could close the gap is science built o
flowing in the other direction. ul - Girls have 1.3 million fewer
ondrnag i high school opportunities than boys,
bodies. . a structural cap on roster spots.®

o more injuries
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The "Year of the Woma

1996 1997 2001
of the Woman® Atlanta  WNBA launches with eight First NCAA women's ice
"Year

ics, the USwon goldin and three national broadcast  hockey championship.
olymp ; soccer, softball, and  partners. The first game
pasketball, gymnastics.” draws 5 million viewers, a
| i pecord that still stands.*
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Opened March 2024, CPKC Stadium is the first
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| hﬁ“‘ venue in the world purpose-builtfor a women's

professional sports team. The 11,500-seat soccer- . BARCLAYS CENTER, BROOKLYN
sp.ecnﬂc hgme of the Kansas (_:'tV Current was - The New York Liberty returned permanently to Barclays
privately flnance.d by wemen.snvestors, designed 1= Center in 2021, two seasons after playingin a county rec
by a women-led firm, and built by a waian sewiied a8 center. The franchise won its first WNBA ehampionship in
contractor. It achieved LEED Gold certification and sold e

2024 and has averaged 16K fansper game in 2025, nearly
nine times their 2021 attendance. The Liberty is now a co-
primary tenant of a major NBA-scale arena, a first for a

WNBA:team in a top-three U.S. media market. ¢

out every match of its inaugural season:¢

OPPORTUNITIES IN WOMEN'S SPORTS

The popularity of women's professional sports is surging, fueling increased demand for athletic -y ‘ ay
opportunity up and down the sports pipelinefrom youth recreational leagues up through high school . ' Yl
and college competition. But even before the recent surge, access has always been uneven, expecially
at the highest levels.

Our map traces the spatial patterns of women'’s sports access and resource availability as girls and
women climb the sports ladder and negotiate mismatched supply and increasing demand. "2

K-12 LEVEL COLLEGIATE LEVEL PROFESSIONAL LEVEL
Number of female-only sports Total value of female athletic Team-specific, dedicated practice Featured stadiums
teams offered, by school district scholarships, by institution facilities across the WNBA, PWHL,

and NWSL
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